HOPE at LAST ~ Luke 1 and 2
= Scripture Reading Is. 7:14, 9:6, Gal. 4:4-5, Lk. 2:29-32
INTRODUCTION

= Chart Empires and Years of Silence
Galatians 4:4 (NLT) But when the RIGHT TIME came, God SENT his Son...

Preparations for the Coming Messiah

» Old Testament translated into Greek - LXX
» Rome built a System of Roads

» Rome enforce PEACE

Zechariah’s UNBELIEF ~ Luke 1:5-20

®Both of them were upright in the sight of God, OBSERVING ALL the Lord's commandments and regulations
blamelessly. ” But they had NO CHILDREN, because Elizabeth was BARREN; and they were both WELL ALONG in
years. 8 Once when Zechariah's division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, ® he was chosen by lot,
according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. '® And when the time for
the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. " Then an angel of the Lord
APPEARED to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 \When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and
was gripped with fear. 3 But the angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. " He will be a joy and delight to you, and many
will rejoice because of his birth, '3 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other
fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. 16 Many of the people of Israel will he bring
back to the Lord their God. " And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous--to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord." *® Zechariah asked the angel, "How can | be sure of this? | am an old man and my wife is well along in years." 9
The angel answered, "I AM GABRIEL. | stand in the PRESENCE of God, and | have been SENT to speak to you and to
tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did
NOT BELIEVE my words, which WILL COME TRUE at their proper time."

IMPLICATIONS
=>There is ALWAYS HOPE with God

Lamentations 3:21-25 (NLT) Yet I still dare to HOPE when | remember this: 22 The faithful love of the LORD never
ends! His mercies never cease. 2* Great is His faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh each morning. %1 say to
myself, The LORD is my inheritance; therefore, | will hope in Him! * The LORD is good to those who depend on
Him, to those who search for Him.

Mary’s ACCEPTANCE ~ Luke 1:26-38

% | the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, Tt0a virgin pledged to be married to a
man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The vir%in‘s name was Mary. ®The angel went to her and said, "Greetings,
you who are highly favored! The Lord is WITH you. o Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of
(3:11reeting this might be. % But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have founsg FAVOR with God.

You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus. *“ He will be GREAT and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of his father David, 33 and He will reign over the
house of Jacob FOREVER; His kingdom will never end." 3 "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since | am a
virgin?" *The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. % Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in
her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. ¥ For NOTHING is impossible with God." * " am
the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her.



IMPLICATIONS
=>Simple COMPLETE TRUST in God’s Promise

% _.1am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true. (NLT)

Romans 6:13 (NLT) Do NOT let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give
yourselves COMPLETELY to God, for you were dead, but now you have NEW LIFE. So use your whole body as an
instrument to DO what is RIGHT for the glory of God.

Elizabeth’s REACTION ~ Luke 1:39-45

% At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, *° where she entered Zechariah's home
and greeted Elizabeth. “'When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was
FILLED with the Holy Spirit.

*21n a loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! ** But why am |
so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

4 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. > Blessed is she who
has BELIEVED that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!"

IMPLICATIONS
= God is the giver of Reassurance and HOPE

LONGING and WAITING and HOPING ~ Luke 2:25-32, 36-38

%25 At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for

the Messiah to come and RESCUE Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him % and had revealed to him that he would not
die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. (NLT)

%28 simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying, 2 “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant

die in peace, as you have promised. *° | have seen YOUR salvation, *' which you have prepared for ALL people. ¥ He
is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel” (NLT)

2:36

Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple... and she was VERY OLD. Her husband died when they had been
married only seven years. % Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple but stayed
there day and night, worshiping God with FASTING and PRAYER. (NLT)

IMPLICATIONS
= Saw the reality of the HOPE God had Promised in Jesus

TAKE AWAY ??
= There is HOPE because NOTHING is IMPOSSIBLE For God

% Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her
sixth month.



